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STATEWIDE  ASSESSMENT 

Or 

Statewide  Outlook  Colorado:    Manual  snow  surveys  conducted  the  last  week  of 
December  revealed  recordbreaking  snowfall  for  this  time  of  the  year. 
Twenty-two  new  records  were  set,  each  having  10  years  of  record  or  more. 
High  election  snowpack  in  all  major  river  basins  exceeds  180  percent  of 
averager.    Statewide  snowpack  currently  is  207  percent  of  average  compared  to 
179  percent  of  last  year.    The  highest  snowpack  occurs  in  the  Gunnison  river 
basin  at  229  percent  of  average  followed  closely  by  the  Arkansas  at  224 
percent  and  the  Colorado  at  222  percent.    The  lowest  snowpack  is  in  the 
southwest  portion  of  Colorado  and  is  184  percent  of  average.  Expected 
spring  and  summer  runoff  in  all  areas  should  be  average  to  much  above 
average.    However,  much  of  the  winter  is  yet  to  come  and  any  major 
departures  from  normal  conditions  can  change  the  outlook  significantly. 

An  index  of  the  state fs  major  reservoirs  indicates  current  storage  is  48 
percent  above  average.    This  should  insure  that  no  shortages  would  exist  if 
below  normal  precipitation  would  occur  over  the  next  several  months.  Soil 
moisture  ranges  from  fair  to  good  in  most  areas.    The  next  major  snow  survey 
will  be  conducted  at  the  end  of  January. 

Statewide  Outlook  New  Mexico:     Statewide  snowpack  for  the  northern  mountains 
currently  is  246  percent  of  average.    This  compares  to  153  percent  last 
year.    No  new  snow  course  records  were  set  only  because  most  courses  do  not 
have  at  least  10  years  of  record  for  this  time  of  year.    Low  elevation 
precipitation  ranged  from  over  350  percent  for  the  month  at  Cuba  to  a  low  of 
60  percent  of  average  for  Albuquerque.    Most  seasonal  totals  are  near 
average  to  twice  their  average.    Streamflow  forecasts  range  from  above 
average  to  much  above  average  over  much  of  the  area.    Reservoir  storage  is 
244  percent  of  average  compared  to  205  percent  of  average  a  year  ago.  Soil 
moisture  ranges  from  fair  to  good  in  most  areas. 

BASIN  ANALYSIS 

Gunnison:    Snowpack  conditions  in  the  Gunnison  basin  are  well  above  average. 
Recent  surveys  range  from  a  low  of  169  percent  of  normal  at  Park  Reservoir 
to  a  high  of  386  percent  of  normal  at  Park  Cone  near  Taylor  Park  Reservoir. 
Reports  of  precipitation  have  been  consistently  above  normal  for  December, 
with  temperatures  estimated  at  near  average  throughout  the  watershed. 
Reservoir  conditions  are  excellent  with  all  of  the  six  major  reservoirs 
reporting  above  average  storage  on  January  1.    The  outlook  for  spring  and 
summer  runoff  appears  to  be  excellent. 
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SURFACE  WATER  SUPPLY  INDtf 


COLORADO 


The  Surface  Water  Supply  Index  (SWSI)  is  a  weighted  value  derived  for  each 
major  basin  which  generally  expresses  the  potential  availability  of  the 
forthcoming  season's  water  supply.    The  components  used  in  computing  the 
index  are  reservoir  storage,  snowpack  water  equivalent,  and  precipitation. 
The  SWSI  number  for  each  basin  ranges  from  a  -4.00  (prospective  water 
supplies  extremely  poor)  to  a  +4.00  (prospective  water  supplies  plentiful). 
The  SWSI  number  is  only  a  general  indicator  of  surface  water  supply  condi- 
tions.   Further  data  analyses  may  be  required  in  specific  situations  to  more 
fully  understand  the  impacts  of  abnormally  dry  or  wet  conditions  suggested 
by  the  SWSI.    Development  of  the  SWSI  has  been  a  cooperative  effort  between 
the  Colorado  State  Engineers'  Office  and  the  Soil  Conservation  Service. 
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